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68/147. Rights of the child

The General Assemhly

Reaffirming all its previous resolutions on the rights of thkild in their
entirety, the most recent of which is resolut@®n1520f 20 December 2012,

Emphasizingthat the Convention on the Rights of the Chidnstitutes the
standard in the promotion and protection of théhtsgof the child, reaffirming that
States parties to the Convention shall undertakke agpropriate legislative,
administrative and other measures for the implemgon of the rights recognized
therein, while bearing in mind the importance ot tptional Protocols to the
Convention,? and calling for their universal ratification and ffextive
implementation, as well as that of other human tsghstruments,

Recalling the International Covenant on Civil and PoliticRights,® the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Galt Rights® the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabiliti#she International Convention for the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappeamn the International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Allgvant Workers and Members of
Their Families® the United Nations Convention against Transnatio®eganized
Crime’ and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punisffidking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, supplementing theitéth Nations Convention
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against Transnational Organized Crifhend the Convention on the Elimination of
all Forms of Discrimination against Womén,

Reaffirmingthat the general principles of the Convention be Rights of the
Child, including the best interests of the childnrdiscrimination, participation and
survival and development, provide the framework fall actions concerning
children,

Recalling the United Nations Declaration on the Rights ofdijenous
Peopled® of 2007, as well as its resolutiof5/198 of 21 December 2010 on
indigenous issues, in which it was decided to hamldigh-level meeting in 2014, to
be known as the World Conference on Indigenous Resop

Reaffirmingthe Vienna Declaration and Programme of Acttdthe United
Nations Millennium Declaratioi and the outcome document of the twenty-seventh
special session of the General Assembly on childremtitled “A world fit for
children”® and recalling the Copenhagen Declaration on SobElelopment and
the Programme of Action of the World Summit for Sddevelopment? the Dakar
Framework for Action adopted at the World Educatierum?® the Declaration on
Social Progress and Developméhthe Universal Declaration on the Eradication of
Hunger and Malnutritiodl! the Declaration on the Right to Developmé&mind the
Declaration of the commemorative high-level plenaneeting devoted to the
follow-up to the outcome of the special sessioncbildren, held in New York from
11 to 13 December 2007 the outcome document of the high-level plenary timee
of the General Assembly on the Millennium Developm&oals, held in New York
from 20 to 22 September 20¥0the outcome document, entitled “The future we
want”, adopted at the United Nations ConferenceSostainable Development, held
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 26%and the outcome document of
the third Global Conference on Child Labour, heldBrasilia from 8 to 10 October
2013, and recalling the World Congresses against&eExploitation of Children and
Adolescents, held in Stockholm from 27 to 31 Aug996, in Yokohama, Japan,
from 17 to 20 December 2001 and in Rio de Janeomf25 to 28 November 2008,

Taking note with appreciatiorof the reports of the Secretary-General on
progress made towards achieving the commitmentssein the outcome document
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of the twenty-seventh special session of the Gdnesaembly? and on the status of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and thsues addressed in Assembly
resolution 67/152% as well as the report of the Special Represergatif the
Secretary-General on Violence against Childfeand the report of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for Childaad Armed Conflict® whose
recommendations should be carefully studied, taKirly into account the views of
Member States,

Acknowledgingthe important role played by national governmerstalictures
for children, including, where they exist, minigsi and institutions in charge of
child, family and youth issues and independent odspersons for children or other
national institutions for the promotion and proteatof the rights of the child,

Recognizingthat the family has the primary responsibility fdre nurturing
and protection of children, in the best interedtshe child, and that children, for the
full and harmonious development of their persowyalghould grow up in a family
environment and in an atmosphere of happiness, damndeunderstanding,

Noting with appreciationthe work to promote and protect the rights of the
child carried out by all relevant organs, bodiestitees and organizations of the
United Nations system, within their respective mated, by relevant mandate
holders and special procedures of the United Natiand by relevant regional
organizations, where appropriate, and intergovemtale organizations, and
recognizing the valuable role of civil society, imding non-governmental
organizations,

Profoundly concernedhat the situation of children in many parts oé tvorld
remains negatively affected by the world financiahd economic crisis, and
reaffirming that eradicating poverty continues te the greatest global challenge
facing the world today, recognizing its impact begiche socioeconomic context,

Profoundly concerned alsthat the situation of children in many parts oé th
world remains critical, in an increasingly globat environment, as a result of the
persistence of poverty, social inequality, inadegusocial and economic conditions,
pandemics, in particular HIV/AIDS, malaria and tub@osis, nhon-communicable
diseases, lack of access to safe drinking water aaditation, environmental
damage, climate change, natural disasters, armeatlictp foreign occupation,
displacement, violence, terrorism, abuse, traffickin children and their organs, all
forms of exploitation, commercial sexual exploitatiof children, child prostitution,
child pornography and child sex tourism, negletliteracy, hunger, intolerance,
discrimination, racism, xenophobia, gender inegyaldisability and inadequate
legal protection, and convinced that urgent aneé@ff’e national and international
action is called for,

Expressing deep concethat, despite the recognition of the right of teld
to express his or her views freely on all matteffeaing him or her, and bearing in
mind their evolving capacities, children are sskldom seriously consulted and
involved in such matters owing to a variety of coamts and impediments and that
the full implementation of this right in many pam$ the world has yet to be fully
realized,
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Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and the Optional Protocolsthereto

1. Reaffirmsthat the general principles of, inter alia, thestbiaterests of the
child, non-discrimination, participation and suralvand development provide the
framework for all actions concerning children;

2. UrgesStates that have not yet done so to become paditse Convention
on the Rights of the Chillthe Optional Protocol thereto on the sale of afsifg
child prostitution and child pornograpffyand the Optional Protocol thereto on the
involvement of children in armed conflfétas a matter of priority and to implement
them fully by, inter alia, putting in place effeati national legislation, policies and
action plans, strengthening relevant governmentaictures for children, including,
where appropriate, by establishing ministries andfepartments in charge of child
and youth issues and independent ombudspersorchildren or other institutions for
the promotion and protection of the rights of thdld¢ and ensuring adequate and
systematic training in the rights of the child fal those working with and for
children, as well as ensuring child rights educatior children themselves;

3. Welcomesin this regard, the efforts of the Secretary-Gahé promote
the universal ratification of the Optional Proto¢olthe Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the sale of children, child prostitutiand child pornography and the
Optional Protocol on the involvement of childrenarmed conflict;

4. Also welcomeshe report of the Secretary-General on the statuthe
Convention on the Rights of the CHifdand his reports on the implementation of the
priority themes addressed in the resolutions onrifjlets of the child adopted by the
General Assembly at its sixty-first to sixty-fifteessions?® and in this regard
welcomes the progress achieved, recognizes theectys that remain and calls
upon States to further intensify the implementatodrihe Convention;

5. Urges States parties to withdraw reservations that ameipatible with
the object and purpose of the Convention or theidat Protocols thereto and to
consider reviewing regularly other reservationshwatview to withdrawing them, in
accordance with the Vienna Declaration and PrograrofmAction;*

6. EncouragesStates that have not yet done so to become pamighe
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rightsh® Child on a communications
proceduré” and calls upon States parties to implement it;

7. Welcomeghe work of the Committee on the Rights of the IG@htaking
into account the adoption of its general commeans] its actions to follow up on its
concluding observations and recommendations, anilis capon all States to
strengthen their cooperation with the Committee¢camply in a timely manner with
their reporting obligations under the Conventiord dhe Optional Protocols thereto,
in accordance with the guidelines elaborated by @wnmittee, and to take into
account its recommendations, observations and @éneomments on the
implementation of the Convention;

% United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 2171, No. 27531.

" bid., vol. 2173, No. 27531.
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8. Requestsall relevant organs and mechanisms of the Uniteatidhs
system to systematically incorporate a strong chigdhts perspective throughout all
activities in the fulfilment of their mandates, agll as to ensure that their staff are
trained in child rights matters, and calls upont&tao continue to cooperate closely
with all those organs and mechanisms;

9. EncouragesStates to strengthen their national statisticplacdties and to
use statistics disaggregated, inter alia, by age a&nd other relevant factors to
enable the identification of discrimination and/disparities and other statistical
indicators at the national, subregional, regionatl anternational levels so as to
develop and assess social policies and programmeshé full realization of the
rights of the child;

10. Expresses its concetthat children with disabilities, particularly gs;lare
often at greater risk, both within and outside theme, of physical or mental
violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligentatment and maltreatment or
exploitation, including sexual abuse;

Promotion and protection of therights of the child
and non-discrimination against children

Non-discrimination
11. Calls uponall States:

(@ To ensure the enjoyment by all children of alkithcivil, political,
cultural, economic and social rights without diseimation of any kind;

(b) To incorporate special measures in formal and-fowmal education and
other programmes to combat racism, racial discration, xenophobia and related
intolerance affecting children;

(c) To take all necessary and effective measures¢ognt and eliminate all
forms of discrimination against girls and all forre$ violence, including female
infanticide and prenatal sex selection, rape, skabase and harmful traditional or
customary practices, including female genital naitdn, child, early and forced
marriage and forced sterilization, by enacting &mdorcing legislation and, where
appropriate, by formulating comprehensive, multtgisinary and coordinated
national plans, programmes or strategies to progéds, as well as by promoting
awareness-raising and social mobilization initiasvfor the protection of their
rights;

(d) To ensure the full enjoyment of all human righaed fundamental
freedoms by children with disabilities on an eqgbakis with other children, inter
alia, by integrating the rights of children with sdbilities into policies and
programmes affecting children, including their righto education, to the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental heafttiuding sexual and reproductive
health, and to protection from violence, abuse aadlect; to develop and enforce
legislation aiming at their maximum inclusion incsety, without discrimination,
taking into account that children with disabilitiesay be subject to multiple or
aggravated forms of discrimination and segregatiamg to take into account the
conclusions included in the outcome document of high-level meeting of the
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General Assembly on the realization of the Milleumi Development Goals and
other internationally agreed development goalspfersons with disabilities, held on
23 September 201%;

12. Urges all States to respect and promote the right ofsgand boys to
express themselves freely, and their right to bartheto ensure that their views are
given due weight, in accordance with their age araturity, in all matters affecting
them and to involve children, including childrentlwispecial needs, in decision-
making processes, taking into account the evolwagacities of children and the
importance of involving children’s organizationsdachild-led initiatives;

13. Also urges all States, in particular, to establish and stthag
mechanisms for the effective participation of chéld in planning, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation relating to matters th#fect them, such as health, the
environment, education, social and economic welf@m@tection against violence,
abuse and exploitation, and disaster response;

14. Calls uponStates that find themselves in situations of eawigocrisis to
refrain from adopting retrogressive measures thmteha negative impact on the
rights of the child, and also calls upon Statesnet core obligations on the rights
of the child under the Convention on the Rightdghed Child as a matter of priority,
while fully using maximum available resources;

Registration, family relations, adoption and alter native care

15. Once again urgesll States parties to intensify their efforts tontply
with their obligations under the Convention on tReghts of the Child to preserve
the child’s identity, including nationality, namench family relations, as recognized
by law, reminding States of their obligation to iggr the birth of all children
without discrimination of any kind, including latairth registration, and to ensure
that registration procedures are universal, acbéssisimple, expeditious and
effective and provided at minimal or no cost;

16. Recalls the adoption of the Guidelines for the Alternativgare of
Children,® and encourages States to take the Guidelines auwoount when
adopting, enforcing, improving or implementing poéis and programmes to protect
children growing up without parents or caregivemscognizing that efforts should
be directed primarily to enabling the child to raman or return to the care of his or
her parents or, when appropriate, other close famiembers and that, where
alternative care is necessary, family- and comnmwhb#sed care should be promoted
over placement in institutions;

17. Calls upon States to guarantee, to the extent consistent whié
obligations of each State, the right of a child wagarents reside in different States
to maintain, on a regular basis, save in excepticitaumstances, personal relations
and direct contact with both parents by providindogceable means of access and
visitation in both States and by respecting thengiple that both parents have
common responsibilities for the upbringing and depenent of their children;

18. Also calls uponStates to address and pay particular attentiocases of
international parental or familial child abductioand encourages States to engage
in multilateral and bilateral cooperation to resolthose cases, preferably by

30 Resolution 68/3.
31 Resolution 64/142, annex.
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accession to or ratification of the Hague Convemtion the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abductiof?and to comply fully with the Convention, and to
facilitate, inter alia, the return of the child tlee country in which he or she resided
immediately before the removal or retention;

19. Further calls uponStates to take all necessary measures to preveht a
combat illegal adoptions and all adoptions that ao¢ in the best interests of the
child;

Economic and social well-being of children

20. Calls uponStates and the international community to creasafe and
enabling environment in which the well-being of tbleild is ensured, including by
strengthening international cooperation in thisldjewhile reaffirming that the
primary responsibility rests with each individuabh&;

Eradication of poverty

21. Calls uponall States and the international community to czrape,
support and participate in the global efforts farvprty eradication, to mobilize all
necessary resources and support in that regardyréiog to national plans and
strategies, including through an integrated andtifadeted approach based on the
rights and well-being of children, and to accelerdheir efforts to realize the
internationally agreed development and poverty m@n goals, including the
Millennium Development Goals, within their time fm@work, and reaffirms that
investments in children and the realization of thaghts are among the most
effective ways to eradicate poverty;

22. Strongly recommendthat the promotion and protection of the rightsl an
well-being of children be well reflected in the ltaation of the post-2015
development agenda;

Right to education

23. Recognizeghe right to education on the basis of equal opputy and
non-discrimination by making primary education cargory, inclusive and
available free to all children, ensuring that ahildren have equal access to
education of good quality, making secondary educatgenerally available and
accessible to all, in particular through the pragige introduction of free education,
bearing in mind that special measures to ensuraleggcess, including affirmative
action, contribute to achieving equal opportunitydacombating exclusion, and
ensuring school attendance, in particular for gidkildren with disabilities and
children living in poverty;

24. Urges Member States to implement strategies for theizatibn of the
right to education, including in humanitarian emamgies, as an integral element in
the context of humanitarian protection and assistanwith the support of the
international community, the United Nations systedonors, multilateral agencies,
the private sector, civil society and non-governta¢organizations;

%2 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1343, No. 22514.
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Right to the enjoyment of the highest attainabéandard of health
25. Calls uponStates:

(8 To take all necessary measures to ensure thatighe of the child to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard ofspdal and mental health is
promoted and protected, without any kind of disdnation, and that all forms of
violence, which have a negative impact on the pdgisand mental health of the
child, are prevented and addressed, including thnouhe enactment and
implementation of laws, strategies and policieshdgr- and child-responsive
budgeting and resource allocation, and adequatesimvent in health systems,
including comprehensive and integrated primary tieabre, including in efforts to
achieve Millennium Development Goals 4 and 5, amnthie health workforce;

(b) To adopt strategies to prevent and address thefoduse of alcohol and
illicit substances with a holistic and human righterspective, and to provide
information, education and counselling on the efeaf substance abuse and on the
importance of family and school support for its yeation and the treatment,
rehabilitation and reintegration of children andobkcents with substance abuse
issues;

(c) To ensure that the right to the highest attaiaagthndard of physical and
mental health, including sexual and reproductivaltie is fully realized for all
children by giving full attention to all health m® of children, through providing
information, health-care services and comprehenstwédence-based education on
sexual and reproductive health, human rights angdge equality, consistent with
their evolving capacities and with appropriate diren and guidance from parents
or legal guardians, in accordance with the rightseds and best interests of the
child, free of discrimination and on an equitabielainiversal basis;

26. Recognizeghe importance of the implementation of the humight to
safe drinking water and sanitation for the full liration of the right of the child to
the enjoyment of the highest attainable standar@lofsical and mental health, and
therefore urges States and, through them, serviowigers to ensure a regular
supply of safe, acceptable, accessible and affdeddlinking water and sanitation
services of good quality and sufficient quantityided also by the principles of
equity, equality and non-discrimination, bearingniind that the human right to safe
drinking water and sanitation for their populatioissto be progressively realized
with full respect for national sovereignty;

27. Affirms the importance of applying a human rights-basegraach to
reducing and eliminating preventable maternal ahddcmortality and morbidity,
and requests all States to renew their politicalnopotment in that respect at all
levels;

28. Calls uponStates and all relevant stakeholders to address, matter of
priority, the vulnerabilities faced by children atted by and living with HIV by
providing care, support and treatment to thosedehil, their families and caregivers
by promoting rights-based and child-oriented HIV darAIDS policies and
programmes, and to ensure access to affordablectdéfé and quality prevention,
care and treatment, including through correct infation, access to voluntary and
confidential testing, comprehensive health carejuding sexual and reproductive
health care, services and education, and accesafég affordable, effective, quality
pharmaceutical products and medical technologieg, imtensifying efforts to
develop affordable, accessible and quality tools fmarly diagnosis and by
prioritizing the prevention of mother-to-child tremission of the virus;
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Right to food

29. Calls uponall States to take action to ensure the full =sion of the
right to food for all and to eliminate child hungand malnutrition, including
through the adoption or strengthening of nationabgpammes to address food
security and nutrition and adequate livelihoodgqe=sally regarding vitamin A, iron
and iodine deficiencies, the promotion of breagdfag and a nutritious diet, as well
as programmes, for example, school meal programbhas,should ensure adequate
nutrition for all children, in order to enable athildren to fully develop and
maintain their physical and mental capacities;

Child labour

30. Calls uponall States to translate into concrete action tle@immitment
to the progressive and effective eradication ofldcHabour that is likely to be
hazardous, to interfere with the child’s educationto be harmful to the child’s
health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or ibcdevelopment, to eliminate
immediately the worst forms of child labour, to prote education as a key strategy
in this regard, including the creation of vocatibrteaining and apprenticeship
programmes and the integration of working childrieto the formal education
system, and to examine and devise economic policiesere necessary, in
cooperation with the international community ane thrivate sector, that address
factors contributing to these forms of child labpur

31. Also calls uponall States to take into account the 2013 reportof
International Labour Organization on economic vuéislity, social protection and
the fight against child labour, urges all Stateatthave not yet ratified the Minimum
Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138} and the Worst Forms of Child Labour
Convention, 1999 (No. 18%)of the International Labour Organization to coresid
doing so as a matter of priority, and encouragesteStto consider ratifying the
Domestic Workers Convention, 2011 (No. 189);

32. Urges States to substantially increase efforts to achiehe goal of
eliminating the worst forms of child labour by 2Q1#nd in this regard encourages
States to fully implement the Road Map for Achiayithe Elimination of the Worst
Forms of Child Labour by 2016, an outcome of thegtia Global Child Labour
Conference;

33. Takes note with appreciatioof the Brasilia Declaration on Child Labour,
the outcome document of the third Global ConfereooeChild Labour, held in
Brasilia from 8 to 10 October 2013, and urges $tdte continue to promote the
engagement of all sectors of society in creatingeaabling environment for the
eradication of child labour;

Prevention and elimination of violence against children

34. Condemnsll forms of violence against children, and urgésStates:

(&) To take effective and appropriate legislative aather measures to
prohibit, prevent and eliminate all forms of violmnagainst children in all settings,
and to strengthen international, national and lamadperation and mutual assistance
in this regard;

3 Ipid., vol. 1015, No. 14862.
3 Ibid., vol. 2133, No. 37245.
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(b) To respect fully the rights, human dignity andypital integrity of
children and to prevent and address any emotigmaysical or sexual violence or
any other humiliating or degrading treatment or ighment;

(c) To give priority attention to the prevention ofl dorms of violence
against children and to addressing its underlyiagses and its gender dimension
through a systematic, comprehensive and multifatetpproach, recognizing that
withessing violence, including domestic violencksoacauses harm to children;

(d) To develop a well-coordinated and well-resourcedional strategy for
the prevention and elimination of all forms of walce against children, including
measures aimed at, inter alia, raising awareness|dibg the capacity of
professionals working with and for children, supjog effective parenting
programmes, fostering research, collecting datahenincidence of violence against
children and developing and implementing approgria&tional monitoring tools to
periodically assess progress;

(e) To protect children from all forms of violence abuse by all those who
work with and for children, including in educatidreettings, in alternative care and
residential care settings, and in international elegment activities and
humanitarian relief work, as well as by governmefiicials, such as the police, law
enforcement authorities, employees and officialsdetention centres or welfare
institutions and health-care personnel;

() To establish and develop safe, well-publicizedonftdential and
accessible mechanisms to enable children or thepresentatives to seek
counselling, to report violence against childrerd dite complaints on incidents of
violence against children and to ensure that chitdims of violence have access to
confidential, child- and gender-sensitive healthdagsocial services and are
supported in their recovery and reintegration, ngkinto account the joint report of
the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children,ldciprostitution and child
pornography and the Special Representative of therédary-General on Violence
against Childre® on this matter;

(g) To take measures to ensure that all those whdwaoth and for children
protect children from bullying, including from bylhg through the Internet and
other communications technologies, and implemerdventive and anti-bullying
policies in order to ensure a safe and supportivdrenment free from harassment
and violence;

(h) To raise awareness of the negative effects ofewioe against children
and to strive to change attitudes that condone armalize any form of violence
against children, including cruel, inhuman or defing forms of discipline,
treatment or punishment, harmful practices andalhs of sexual violence;

(i) To take measures to promote constructive and tivesiforms of
discipline and child development approaches insa&lftings, including the home,
schools and other educational settings, and througbare and justice systems;

() To end impunity for perpetrators of crimes agéaicisildren, to undertake
thorough and prompt investigations of all acts aflence against children and to
prosecute such acts of violence and impose apmtppenalties, recognizing that
persons convicted of violent offences against akihd including sexual abuse, who

3 A/HRC/16/56.
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continue to pose a risk of harm to children shobédprevented from working with
children;

(k) To address the gender dimension of all formsiofence against children
and incorporate a gender perspective in all podicéelopted and actions taken to
protect children against all forms of violence, aolledging that girls and boys
face varying risks from different forms of violene¢ different ages and in different
situations, and in this context recalls the agremxhclusions adopted by the
Commission on the Status of Women, including thadepted at its fifty-seventh
sessiort° on the elimination and prevention of all formswblence against women
and girls;

35. Recognizeshe contribution of the International Criminal Gbin ending
impunity for the most serious crimes against chéldrincluding genocide, crimes
against humanity and war crimes, and calls uporneStaot to grant amnesties for
such crimes;

36. Encouragesall States, and requests United Nations entitregiional
organizations and civil society, including non-goweental organizations, to
continue to disseminate widely and follow up on tbaeited Nations study on
violence against children and the recommendatioostained thereirt’ and to
promote, where relevant, their mainstreaming iniogagl policy agendas and to
further consolidate their implementation at theioaal level,

37. Recognizeghe significant progress and achievements madeesihe
establishment of the mandate of the Special Reptatige of the Secretary-General
on Violence against Children, expresses support fer work to promote the
prevention and elimination of all forms of violenegainst children in all regions
and to advance the implementation of the recommgows in the study on
violence against children, and takes note with apjation of her global survey and
thematic reports, including the report entitled diacting children from harmful
practices in plural legal systems”, and the joiepart of the Special Representative,
the Office of the United Nations High Commissiorfer Human Rights and the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime on prevemtof and responses to
violence against children within the juvenile justisystem®

38. Notes with appreciatiorthe consolidated partnerships promoted by the
Special Representative of the Secretary-GeneraViotence against Children, in
coordination with national Governments, United Nas agencies, regional
organizations, human rights bodies and mechanisnts representatives of civil
society and with the participation of children, atige contribution of her regional
and thematic consultations and field missions tovamting progress in the
protection of children from violence,;

39. Encouragesall States, requests United Nations entities agehaies, and
invites regional organizations and civil societypcluding non-governmental
organizations, to cooperate with the Special Regmestive and to provide support,
including financial support, to her for the contet effective and independent
performance of her mandate, and calls upon Statésimstitutions concerned and
invites the private sector to provide voluntary trdsutions for that purpose;

% SeeOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Coyril3, Supplement No(/2013/27), chap. I,
sect. A.

37 See A/61/299 and A/62/209.
38 A/HRC/21/25.
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Promoting and protecting the rights of children, including children in
particularly difficult situations

40. Calls upon all States to prevent violations of the rights diildren
working and/or living on the street, including &irms of discrimination, arbitrary
detention and extrajudicial, arbitrary or summaxgeutions, torture and all kinds of
violence and exploitation, and to bring the peratdrs to justice, to adopt and
implement policies for the protection, social angyphosocial rehabilitation and
reintegration of those children and to adopt ecoitonsocial and educational
strategies to address the problems of children imgriand/or living on the street;

41. Reaffirmsthe right of the child to express his or her viefmsely in all
matters affecting him or her, as well as the rigbfsthe child to freedom of
association, to freedom of expression and to freedb peaceful assembly;

42. Calls uponall States to protect refugee, asylum-seeking emernally
displaced children, in particular those who areagmanpanied, who are particularly
exposed to violence and risks in connection witlned conflict and trafficking, and
taking into account their gender-specific needsessding the need for States as well
as the international community to continue to pagrensystematic and in-depth
attention to the special assistance, protection dertelopment needs of those
children through, inter alia, programmes aimed etabilitation and physical and
psychological recovery, and to programmes for vtduy repatriation and, where
appropriate and feasible, local integration andeté#sment, to give priority to
family tracing and family reunification and reintagion and, where appropriate, to
cooperate with international humanitarian and reigrganizations, including by
facilitating their work;

43. Also calls uponall States to ensure, for children belonging tomonities
and vulnerable groups, including migrant childrendaindigenous children, the
enjoyment of all human rights as well as acceshdalth care, social services and
education on an equal basis with others and to rensat all such children, in
particular unaccompanied migrant children and thegw are victims of violence
and exploitation, receive special protection ansistance;

44. Calls uponStates to protect the human rights of migrantdreih, given
their vulnerability, particularly unaccompanied magt children, ensuring that the
best interests of the child are a primary consitlenain their policies of integration,
return and family reunification;

45. Urges States to ensure equal access to quality educdétiomdigenous
children, particularly for indigenous girls, and ppgomote education systems that
respect the cultures and traditions of the comniesithat are responsive to their
needs;

46. Reaffirmsthe right of indigenous children, in community Wwitother
members of their group, to learn, enjoy and transiméir own culture, to profess
and practise their own religion or belief and te@ ukeir own language, in this regard
encourages Member States to actively promote thectibes of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous PedSland looks forward to the World
Conference on Indigenous Peoples, to be held irt201

47. Calls uponall States to protect, in law and in practice, thkeritance
and property rights of orphans, paying particultteation to underlying gender-
based discrimination, which may interfere with faéilment of these rights;
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48. Also calls uponall States to respect, protect and fulfil the tgyhof
children in emergency situations, including natutedasters, in particular their right
to food, safe drinking water and sanitation, edicogt emergency health care,
family reunification, protection and trauma relief;

Children and the administration of justice

49. Recallsthe validity and importance of international stands and norms
in the field of human rights in the administratiof juvenile justice, including the
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prigsti€ the United Nations
Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinqagrf® the United Nations
Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration ofvéuile Justic€? the United
Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deedi of their Liberty?? the
Guidelines on Justice in Matters involving Childc¥ims and Witnesses of Crirfie
and the United Nations Rules for the Treatment odnv&n Prisoners and Non-
custodial Measures for Women Offenders (the BangRaolkes)?* and calls upon all
States:

(a) To abolish, by law and in practice, as soon assfide, the death penalty,
life imprisonment without possibility of releasemetional or physical violence or any
other humiliating or degrading treatment for thaseler 18 years of age at the time of
the commission of the offence, and invites Statesansider repealing all other forms
of life imprisonment for offences committed by tleasnder 18 years of age;

(b) To immediately commute such sentences and torenthat any child
previously sentenced to the death penalty or lfiprisonment without possibility of
release is removed from special prison facilitiespecially from death row, and
transferred to regular institutions of detentiorpegpriate for the age of the offender
and the offence committed;

50. EncouragesStates to develop and implement a comprehensivenile
justice policy to protect and address the needshdidren in contact with the law,
with a view to promoting, inter alia, crime prevemt programmes, the use of
alternative measures, such as diversion and rdstergustice, and ensuring
compliance with the principle that deprivation dfdrty of children should only be
used as a measure of last resort and for the s$toafgpropriate period of time, as
well as to avoid, wherever possible, the use ofrpakdetention for children;

51. Urges States to take special measures to protect childrecontact with
the law, including by means of the provision of qdate legal assistance, training in
juvenile justice for judges, police officers, pras¢ors and specialized lawyers, as
well as other representatives who provide otherrappate assistance, such as
social workers, the establishment of specializedurtsy as appropriate, the
promotion of universal birth registration and agecdmentation and the protection
of the right of juvenile offenders to maintain caat with their families through
correspondence and visits, save in exceptionalioistances;

% Human Rights: A Compilation of International Ingtmants Volume | (First Part)Universal Instruments
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.XIWb(. |, Part 1)), sect. J, No. 34.

40 Resolution 45/112, annex.

41 Resolution 40/33, annex.

42 Resolution 45/113, annex.

43 Economic and Social Council resolution 2005/2@ean
44 Resolution 65/229, annex.
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52. Calls uponall States to protect children deprived of thebelty from
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading tresatt or punishment, to ensure
that, if they are arrested, detained or imprisonetildren are provided with
adequate legal assistance and that no child issaeat or subjected to forced labour
or emotional or physical violence or any other hliation or degrading treatment or
deprived of access to and provision of health carel services, hygiene and
environmental sanitation, access to open spacerdgreation, education, basic
instruction and vocational training, and to undketgprompt investigations of all
reported acts of violence and ensure that all v@kare held accountable;

53. Urges States to ensure that the child is assisted duadtgjudicial
proceedings by a competent adult, parent or guardia addition to the child’s
lawyer, and to ensure that the child’s right tohsard in proceedings is observed;

54. Calls upon all States to take all the measures necessary vimda
revictimization of children victims or witnesses rthg all stages of judicial
proceedings;

55. Encouragescontinued regional and cross-regional efforts, sharing of
best practices and the provision of technical aaete in the field of juvenile
justice, and notes in this regard the initiative donvene a world congress on
juvenile justice in Geneva from 26 to 30 January2,0

Children of incarcerated parents

56. Calls uponall States to give attention to the impact of paaé detention
and imprisonment on children and, in particular:

(& To give priority consideration to non-custodial easures when
sentencing or deciding on pretrial measures fohiéddts sole or primary caretaker,
subject to the need to protect the public and thgdc and bearing in mind the
gravity of the offence,;

(b) To identify and promote good practices in relatito the needs and
physical, emotional, social and psychological depehent of babies and children
affected by parental detention and imprisonment;

57. Acknowledgeghat a parent’s deprivation of liberty, sentenciiogdeath
or life imprisonment has a serious impact on cldfds development, and urges
States, in the framework of their national childofgction efforts, to provide the
assistance and support these children may require;

Prevention and eradication of the sale of children, child prostitution and
child pornography

58. Expresses deep conceabout the persistence of the practices of the sale
of children, child slavery and sexual exploitatiofi children in prostitution and
pornography, and calls upon all States:

(&) To prevent, criminalize, prosecute and punisteetifrely all forms of the
sale of children, including for the purposes of thensfer of organs of the child for
profit, child slavery, commercial and domestic selxexploitation of children, child
prostitution and child pornography, with the aim erfadicating those practices and
the use of the Internet and other information anthmunications technologies for
these purposes, to combat the existence of a mahke¢tencourages such criminal
practices and take measures to eliminate the dertfaatdfosters them, as well as to
address the rights of victims to effective protentiand rehabilitation, to provide
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remedy and to take effective measures against timeir@alization of children who
are victims of exploitation;

() To enact and enforce necessary legislative oremtimeasures, in
cooperation with relevant stakeholders, to prewbet distribution over the Internet
and in all other media of pornography that explaitsldren, ensuring that adequate
mechanisms are in place to enable the reportingrambval of such material and
that its creators, distributors and collectors presecuted, as appropriate;

(c) To ensure the prosecution and punishment of affes, whether local or
foreign, by the competent national authoritiesheitin the country in which the
crime was committed, in the country of which théeafder is a national or resident,
in the country of which the victim is a national on any other basis permitted
under domestic law, and for these purposes to dffone another the greatest
measure of assistance and the necessary collaborfdir prevention, detection,
investigations or criminal or extradition proceegién

(d) To increase cooperation at all levels to prevand dismantle networks
trafficking in or selling children and their orgaasd, for those States that have not
yet done so, to consider signing and ratifying ocexding to the Protocol to Prevent,
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Esplgc/omen and Children,
suppIeBmenting the United Nations Convention agaifstnsnational Organized
Crime;

(e) In cases of trafficking in children, the saledffildren, child prostitution,
child pornography and child sex tourism, to addrefectively the needs of victims,
including their safety, legal assistance and pribd@¢ physical and psychological
recovery and full reintegration into society, payiparticular attention to their
gender-specific needs, including through bilaterahd multilateral technical
cooperation and financial assistance;

() To combat the existence of a market that encoesaguch criminal
practices against children, including through tlie@tion, effective application and
enforcement of preventive, rehabilitative and piveitmeasures targeting customers
or individuals who sexually exploit or sexually aguchildren;

(g) To give priority to the identification of normsnd standards on the
responsibilities of transnational corporations amther business enterprises,
particularly those involved in information and commnications technologies, related
to respect for the rights of children, includingethight to be protected from sexual
abuse and exploitation, particularly in the virtuahlm, as set out in the relevant
legal instruments, and to outline basic measurdsettaken for implementation;

(h) To mobilize public awareness, involving familiaed communities, with
the participation of children, concerning the pidten of children against all forms
of sexual exploitation and abuse;

(i) To contribute to the prevention and eliminatiohtbe sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography by adopgtia holistic approach, addressing
the contributing factors, including underdevelopmegroverty, economic disparities,
inequitable socioeconomic structures, dysfunctiofeahilies, lack of education,
urban-rural migration, gender discrimination, cniral or irresponsible adult sexual
behaviour, child sex tourism, organized crime, adno®nflicts and trafficking in
children;
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() To take measures to eliminate the demand thatefssall forms of
exploitation that leads to trafficking, includinge>xaial exploitation and the sex
tourism demand;

Children affected by armed conflict

59. Condemns in the strongest terma# violations and abuses committed
against children in armed conflict, and in this aed) urges all States and other
parties to armed conflict that are engaged, in @Ention of applicable
international law, including humanitarian law, imet recruitment and use of
children, in patterns of killing and maiming of tdvien and/or rape and other sexual
violence against children, acknowledging that séxwialence in these situations
disproportionately affects girls, and in recurramtacks on schools and/or hospitals
and related personnel, as well as in all otheratiohs and abuses against children,
to take time-bound and effective measures to erdth

60. Recalls in accordance with international humanitarian ,lathat
indiscriminate attacks against civilians, includinbildren, are prohibited and that
they shall not be the object of attack, includingvway of reprisal or excessive use
of force, condemns such practices resulting inkitkeng and maiming of children,
and demands that all parties immediately put anterglich attacks;

61. Urges States, United Nations agencies, funds and prograsy other
relevant international and regional organizatiomsl aivil society to give serious
attention to, and protect and assist child victiofs all violations and abuses
committed against children in situations of armeahftict, in accordance with
international humanitarian law, including the FitstFourth Geneva Conventiofiy;

62. Calls uponall States, relevant United Nations bodies andnages and
regional organizations to mainstream the rightstled child into all activities in
armed conflict and post-conflict situations andetosure adequate child protection
training of their staff and personnel,;

63. Calls uponStates:

(8 When ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Contien on the Rights of
the Child on the involvement of children in armeandict, to raise the minimum
age for voluntary recruitment of persons into tlagional armed forces from that set
out in article 38, paragraph 3, of the Conventibearing in mind that, under the
Convention, persons under 18 years of age areleatido special protection, and to
adopt safeguards to ensure that such recruitmemiti$orced or coerced;

(b) To take all feasible measures to ensure the ddimation and effective
disarmament of children used in armed conflicts aodimplement effective
measures for their rehabilitation, physical and gilogical recovery and
reintegration into society, in particular througbueational measures, taking into
account the rights and the specific needs and d¢apscof girls, and calls upon
States and regional organizations to include commeitts in this regard in peace
agreements;

(c) To ensure timely and adequate funding for natiodésarmament,
demobilization and reintegration programmes for ldd@in and for settlement,
rehabilitation and reintegration efforts for allillren associated with armed forces

“5 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 75, Nos. 970-973.
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and groups, including detained children, particiylain support of national

initiatives, and to secure the long-term sustailigbiof such efforts, including

through the use of a multisectoral and communitgdahapproach that is inclusive
of all children, family-based care arrangementsalas highlighted in the Principles
and Guidelines on Children Associated with Armeddes or Armed Groups (the
Paris Principles), and the mobilization of finaricieesources and technical
assistance from international cooperation for réltabion and reintegration

programmes for children;

(d) To undertake measures to ensure that childresitmations of armed
conflict enjoy all the rights enshrined in relevanternational instruments and that
national authorities, with the support of the im&tional community, as appropriate,
take steps to ensure access to and the delivelyasiic services necessary for the
survival of children in different areas, includimgalth, nutrition, water, sanitation
and psychosocial recovery, ensuring continuous $sde education for children
affected by armed conflict, and to encourage thechy Representative of the
Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflictfurther raise attention and
mobilize international support to address the plighthese children;

(e) To protect children affected by armed conflich particular from
violations of international humanitarian law andnian rights law, and to ensure
that they receive timely, effective humanitariarsiagance, noting the efforts taken
to end impunity by ensuring accountability and pmiming perpetrators, and calls
upon the international community to hold those woaspble for violations
accountable, inter alia, through the Internatio@alminal Court;

() To take all feasible measures, in accordance withernational
humanitarian law and human rights law, as a mattempriority, to prevent the
recruitment and use of children by armed groupsdiasnct from the armed forces
of a State, including the adoption of policies that not tolerate such practices and
legal measures necessary to prohibit and crimiealiem;

() To support relevant existing internationally agge mechanisms
established to address the issue of children inedreonflict that contribute to the
roles, responsibilities and capacities of natioBavernments in this field;

64. Calls uponall States and relevant United Nations bodies dotimue to
support, as appropriate, national and internatioméhe action efforts, including
with regard to cluster munitions and other unexglddrdnance, and further calls
upon States, regional and subregional organizat&rs non-governmental actors to
minimize the impact of explosive weapons on civika including children, and to
offer assistance to victims of mines;

65. Condemns in the strongest termepe and other forms of sexual violence
committed against children in armed conflict, exgzes deep concern at mass and
systematic rape and sexual violence committed againildren in armed conflict, in
some instances calculated to humiliate, dominatstili fear and disperse and/or
forcibly relocate a population, calls upon all ®&wmtand relevant United Nations
bodies and agencies and regional organizationgtivess this issue, as well as the
issue of sexual exploitation and abuse of childieiunited Nations peacekeeping
operations, and urges States to adopt appropretiemal legislation to prevent such
crimes and to ensure their rigorous investigatinod prosecution;

66. Reaffirmsthe essential roles of the General Assembly, tbenémic and
Social Council and the Human Rights Council for gremotion and protection of
the rights and welfare of children, including chidd affected by armed conflict,
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notes the increasing role played by the Securityr@dl in ensuring protection for
children affected by armed conflict, and also nadtes activities undertaken by the
Peacebuilding Commission in areas that promotecmdribute to the enjoyment of
the rights and welfare of children;

67. Notes with appreciationthe steps taken regarding Security Council
resolutions1539 (2004)of 22 April 2004,1612 (2005)of 26 July 2005,1882 (2009)
of 4 August 2009,1998 (2011)of 12 July 2011 and®068 (2012)of 19 September
2012, and the efforts of the Secretary-General mplément the monitoring and
reporting mechanism on children and armed conflitctaccordance with those
resolutions, with the participation of and in coogiéon with national Governments
and relevant United Nations and civil society astdncluding at the country level,
requests the Secretary-General to ensure thatnrd@on collected and communicated
by the monitoring and reporting mechanism is actyrabjective and verifiable, and
in this regard encourages the work and the deploynod United Nations child
protection advisers in peacekeeping operations palitical and peacebuilding
missions;

68. Welcomesthe work of the Special Representative of the Stoy-
General for Children and Armed Conflict, and recizgis the increased level of
activity of her office and the progress achievedcsi the establishment of the
mandate of the Special Representative;

69. Takes note with appreciationf the report of the Special Representative
and of the significant developments and achievemémtthe protection of children
in armed conflict at the national and internatioralels, and emphasizes the
contribution of the field visits conducted by thee®ial Representative with the
consent of the State concerned in situations ofedrmonflict as an important
element in the implementation of her mandate;

70. Recallsthat all parties bear the primary responsibility the protection
of children, recalls the obligations to refrain fmoattacking schools in violation of
international humanitarian law and to take all ibées precautionary measures to
protect civilians from such attacks, in particushoolchildren, and urges States to
avoid using schools for military purposes and tgwe safe and continuous access
to education in times of conflict;

11
Follow-up
71. Decides

(&) Torequestthe Secretary-General to submit toGkaeral Assembly at its
sixty-ninth session a report on the rights of thélct containing information on the
status of the Convention on the Rights of the Claitdl the issues addressed in the
present resolution, with a focus on progress addeand challenges in protecting
children from discrimination and overcoming ineqtiat, in the light of the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Conventimmthe Rights of the Child;

(b) To request the Special Representative of the &ary-General for
Children and Armed Conflict to continue to subngports to the General Assembly
and the Human Rights Council on the activities utalen in discharging her
mandate, including information on her field viséed on the progress achieved and
the challenges remaining on the children and arowdlict agenda;
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(c) To request the Special Representative of the &arr-General on
Violence against Children to continue to submit @aminreports to the General
Assembly and the Human Rights Council on the atigsi undertaken in the
fulfilment of her mandate, including information dmer field visits and on the
progress achieved and the challenges remaininghenviolence against children
agenda, and, in accordance with paragraph 48 og#slution67/152 to ensure that
the effective performance and the sustainabilityh®f core activities of the mandate
of the Special Representative are maintained;

(d) To request the Special Rapporteur on the salechidren, child
prostitution and child pornography to continue tobmiit reports to the General
Assembly and the Human Rights Council on the atiési undertaken in the
fulfilment of her mandate, including information dmer field visits and on the
progress achieved and the challenges remaining hen sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography agenda;

(e) To invite the Chair of the Committee on the Righif the Child to
present an oral report on the work of the Commitee¢he General Assembly at its
sixty-ninth session as a way to enhance commurdnabietween the Assembly and
the Committee;

() To continue its consideration of the questionitatsixty-ninth session
under the item entitled “Promotion and protectiofh tbe rights of children”,
focusing section Il of the resolution entitled “@hights of the child” on the theme
“Progress achieved and challenges in protectingdodn from discrimination and
overcoming inequalities in the light of the twerfifth anniversary of the adoption
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child”.

70th plenary meeting
18 December 2013
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